
BALLARD H IGH SCHOOL ~  LANGUAGE ARTS SUMMER READING L IST FOR 2010  
Read at least one book from the appropriate list.  In order to earn credit, you will read a book at (or 
above) the grade you will be entering in the fall. You can find reviews/synopses for most (if not all) of the 
listed books at www.powells.com or www.amazon.com.  

Grade 9    
Anderson, M.T., Feed 
Anderson, Speak   
Bissinger, Three Nights in August    
Booth, Tyrell  
Bowden , Black Hawk Downé 
Bray , A Great and Terrible Beauty  
Chbosky, The Perks of Being a Wallflower  
Collins, The Hunger Games  
Crutcher, Whale Talk   
Danticat,  Breath, Eyes, Memory   
Donnelly, A Northern Light  
 

Farmer, The House of the Scorpion  
Gantos, Hole in  my Life  
Going, Fat Kid Rules the World  
Haddon, Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night  
Lynch, Freewill  
McEwan , The Daydreamer  
Plum -Ucci, The Body of Christopher Creed  
Pullman, The Golden Compass (first in a trilogy)  
Rosoff,  How I Live Now  
Zusak, I Am th e Messenger  
 

Grade 10 
Bantock,  Griffin and Sabine   
Bissinger, Friday Night Lights  
Cross, Heavier Than Heaven   
Diamant, The Red Tent  
Eugenides, The Virgin Suicides     
Gibbon, The Life All Around Me   
Haddon, A Spot of Bother   
Kidd, The Secret Life of Bees  
Kurlansky, Salt: A World History  
Latifa, My Forbidden Face: Growing Up Under the Taliban   
Laye, The Dark Child  
Lynch, The Highest Tide  
Magona, Mother to Mother  
 

Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X  
Martel, The Life of Pi   
Salinger,  Nine Stories  
Satrapi , Persepolis   
Schlosser, Fast Food Nation   
Simpson, Touching the Void  
Sittenfeld,  Prep  
Spiegelman, Maus  
Vonnegut,  Catôs Cradle  
Wolfe,  The Right Stuff  
Wolff, This Boy's Life   
Zafón,  In the Shadow of the Wind  
Zusak, The Book Thief  

Grade 11 
Abbey, The Monk ey Wrench Gang     
Alexie, Flight  
Banks, Rule of the Bone  
Diamond, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or 

Succee dĈ 
Dubner & Levitt, Freakonomics Ĉ                                                                    
Eggers, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggeri ng Genius                                          
Foer, How Soccer Explains the World: An Unlikely Theory of 

Globalization Ĉ 
Foer, Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close: A Novel  
Gibson, Neuromancer                                                 
Gladwell, The Tipping Point Ĉ 
Guterson, Snow Falling on Cedars    
Hornby, High Fidelity                         
Jones, Humble Boy  
Klein, The Shock Doctrine : the Rise of Disaster Capitalis mĈ 
Krakauer, Into Thin Air/ Into the Wild  
Liss, Conspiracy of Paper  

 

Lopez, Arctic Dr eams Ĉ 
McBride, The Color of Water                                  
Mitchell, Cloud Atlas   
Nafisi, Reading Lolita in Tehran Ĉ    
OôBrien, In the Lake of the Woods  
Plath, The Bell Jar  
Pollan, The Botany of Desire Ĉ 
Sebold, The Lovely Bones     
Sedaris, D. Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim    
Shields, Black Planet             
Staples, Parallel Time: Growing Up in Black and White Ĉ 
Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontent sĈ  
Suskind, A Hope in the Unseen      
Süskind, Perfume  
Tartt, The Secret History  
Toole, Confederacy of Dunces  
Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five  
Wolff, Old School  
 Ĉ Non -Fiction: Students entering 11AP consider these  

Grade 12  
Alvarez, In the Time of Butterflies*                          
Allende, The House of Spirits*  
Banks, Cloudsplitter*  
Bryson, Notes from a Small Island                      
Doyle, A Star Called Henry*                     
Esquival, Like Water for Chocolate                     
Eugenides, Middlesex*   
Foer, Everything Is Illuminated  
Forster, Howardôs End*  
Frazier, Cold Mountain  
Gardner, Grendel*  
Kingsolver, The Poisonwood Bible*  
Kogow a, Obasan*      
Lahiri, Interpreter of Maladie s*  

 

Lahiri, The Namesake*  
Lee, Native Speaker*   
Leguin, The Dispossessed or The Left -Hand of Darkness  
Lipsyte, Home Land  
Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera*  
McCarthy, The Roa d*  
McEwan, Atonemen t /Saturday*  
Moore, Self Help   
Morrison, Song of Solomon * oré 
Patterson, Out Stealing Horses*  
Rushdie, Midnightôs Children*  
Sacco, Palestine   
Smith, White Teeth*  
Welch, The Heartsong of Charging Elk*  

*Students entering 12AP s hould consider these texts  

 SEE OTHER SIDE FOR READING REWARD ASSIGNMENTĄ 

http://www.powells.com/
http://www.amazon.com/


 
 

BHS LANGUAGE ARTS SUMMER 2009 READING REWARD 
EXTRA CREDIT ~  25 POINTS POSSIBLE  
As a way of creating ð and sustaining ð a culture of summer reading at Ballard High School, 
we are offering you an opportunity to earn a reward (of sorts) for joining this ever-expanding 
group of readers and completing the following:  

I. Annotating/Marking -Up Text: 

READ &  ENJOY YOUR SUMMER READING BOOK. Thené 

Photocopy the first two pages of your book.  Many of the books are up in the library, as is a 
photocopier.  If you are unable to find a copy of the book, come see me. 

Read carefully these opening pages (as a refresher) and highlight (underline/circle) key 
themes/ideas/plot events/character references that are addressed ð in some detail ð later in the book. 

Annotate these highlighted passages ð at the very least, four to five ð by noting how these opening 
òthreadsó are addressed later in the story. Please see the attached òExample Annotation Pageó for an 
example of what this should look like. (5 pts) 

II. Expand Annotations Č Substantial Commentary 

Choose the four most essential ð or interesting ð annotations to expand into more comprehensive writing. 
These longer commentary paragraphs should detail, clearly, how these opening references are developed over 
the course of the book. A truly substantial commentary will trace these references from start to finish and 
describe how that particular òthreadó is significant to the overall story. Commentaries are typed. (10 pts) 

III. Illustrating One Commentary  

Select one of the commentaries to illustrate (ideally one that is easy to visualize). Your ògraphic 
interpretationó can be utterly abstract or concrete, and range from a framed painting to a comic strip ð as 
long as itõs tied to the commentary being illustrated. (5 pts) 

IV. Personal Response to Book   

On an additional attached sheet of paper, type a paragraph about your reaction to the book.  Some questions 
you should address are: 
Å How did you pick this book off the list?  If you read more than one book from the list, why did you 

decide to use this book for your extra credit? 
Å Did you like this book?  Explain.    
Å Could you identify with any of the characters, ideas or themes?  Explain. 
Å Was it a good choice for the summer reading list?  Why or why not?   
Å Would you recommend this book to others?  Why?  To whom? (5 pts) 

V. Creative Presentation of Project   

Rather than just haphazardly staple or paper clip your project ð bind it all together in a creative, thoughtful 
manner. Perhaps a theme or enduring image from your book can help inform this presentation. No matter 
the form this presentation takes, it should honor the hard work you put into this project. 

 DUE DATES:    Determined by your Language Arts teacher ~ 

  Typically late September, early October 
  NO LATE PROJECTS ~  NO EXCUSES 

 
 



 

Example Annotation Page 


