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                                                            BHS Music Department
August 1, 2009
Dear Students and Parents,
Welcome to the Ballard High School Music Program!  We look forward to working with all of you as we continue the strong tradition of choral and instrumental music at Ballard High School.
We strongly encourage each family to become involved in the Ballard High School Music Boosters, which has been created to provide a better musical experience for each and every student in our program. In the process, you will have the opportunity to interact with dedicated and motivated parents who, like you, want the best possible experiences for their children.
Music is an art. It is our goal as music educators to shape, foster, and bring to life the artist within each student. We are committed to helping students develop skilled voices, attentive ears, and artistic minds. Students in the music program are challenged to grow musically to their greatest potential. They are required to respect their director, their fellow musicians, the music they perform, and the work each must do to become the best ensemble(s) possible. Students are also required to show responsibility for their individual contribution by giving their best at all rehearsals and performances.
If you do these things, your reward will be an experience unlike any other you have in school, encompassing pride, joy, feelings of accomplishment, success, fun and self satisfaction!
Let's all have a wonderful year! 
Sincerely,
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Ms. Rowley and Mr. James
Courtney H. Rowley                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Director of Choirs                                                                                                                                                                     chrowley@seattleschools.org (206)252-1035
Michael T. James
Director of Bands and Orchestras
mijames@seattleschools.org (206)252-1034
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                                                      BHS Music Department
The mission of the Ballard High School Music Boosters is to encourage and help support the maintenance, further development, and growth of all aspects of the Ballard High School Music Program through financial and volunteer assistance, in order to achieve the best music education experience for all students participating in the program.                                                                                                        http://www.ballardbeavers.org/music/index.html                                                                                                                                                                 
You’re in ORCHESTRA….Now What?

Dear ORCHESTRA Students and Families,    

The BHS Music Boosters welcome you to the 2009-2010 school year.  
The BHS Music Program is a “Full Service” program offering beginning to advanced musical training for instrumental and vocal groups, in several genres of musical styles.  We are proud of the musical tradition Ballard has offered to its students for generations and as “Music Boosters” we will do all that we can to continue that tradition.

This packet is sent to all returning and new students enrolled in music classes.  The packet contains important information for you regarding classes, forms and fees to be returned, fund raising and volunteer opportunities, uniforms, and calendar dates.  Please review its contents carefully and return forms and payments as indicated.

Orchestra is for 9-12 graders who play violin, viola, cello, or bass.  Orchestra students play a wide variety of music, from Baroque through Contemporary.  Occasionally, this group will be combined with wind players to perform full orchestra music.  Students are expected to achieve at a high level and will perform at school concerts, regional festivals, and possible out-of-state trips.  Advanced string players have the opportunity to audition for the Chamber Orchestra which meets outside of the school day once a week before school and is comprised of the most talented and motivated string players.  They perform several times throughout the year at school and community events and represent BHS at the solo/ensemble contest.

Uniforms:   Orchestra students wear:
· Formal attire:  
· Boys:  Tux jacket, pants, bow tie and cummerbund – owned by the Music Boosters, loaned out to students for the school year, cleaned upon return at the end of school.  Boys provide their own tux shirt, cuff links and studs (fitted and purchased at the Tux Shop), black socks and black shoes.  
· Girls:  Blouses – owned by girls, purchased from Music Boosters after fittings. Skirts – owned by the Music Boosters, loaned out to students for the school year, cleaned upon return at the end of school.  Girls provide their own black socks and black shoes.
· T-shirts: Owned by the students. Purchased at beginning of school year – (see attached order form on Fees Due sheet) and worn at events that do not require formal attire.  
 (Tux shirts, blouses and t-shirts are a one time expense for new students and an optional expense for returning students who may need to purchase an additional or a different sized shirt or blouse from the previous year.)
(OVER →)
(Volunteering, Fund Raising, Fees & Financial Assistance, Music Boosters, Dates)
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(Music Boosters Welcome and Information Letter – continued)

Volunteering:  Included in this packet is the two-sided volunteer sign-up form where you may indicate where and how you would like to volunteer.  The teachers and students rely on family participation.  There are many ways to help.

Fund Raising:  District funds only cover the two teacher’s salaries.  All other funding must come from Music Booster fund raising, and generous donations from the Ballard High School Foundation, the BHS PTSA, philanthropic organizations, businesses, and individuals.  The funds raised provide additional instructors (Jazz Band II, Chamber Orchestra, Drum Line Coach, and Accompanist for the Concert and Treble Choirs), sheet music, buses, festival fees, marching band uniforms and formal concert attire.  These expenses come to approximately $35,000 annually, and they support all 10 music groups.  To supplement our fund raising efforts, we also require an annual fee from students participating in the Music Program.  Other fees collected cover uniforms (cleaning, alterations and maintenance), t-shirts, camp, and trip expenses, etc.  Let us assure you these moneys are spent very prudently!  

This year some of the Music Booster Fund Raisers will include:  Bake Sales at Music Events,  Ballard/Greenwood Market Receipts,  Fred Meyer/QFC Scrip,  Coffee Sales,  Swing Dance and Spaghetti Dinner Ticket Sales,  Cell Phone Recycling,  Entertainment Coupon Book Sales,  Barnes and Noble Fund Raiser event,  Sees Candy Sales,  Car Washes, UW Concessions, etc.  

Fees & Financial Assistance:  Payments may be made by cash, check (made out to Ballard Music Boosters), or credit card.  If needed, installment plans can be set up for Music Department fees and trip expenses – please contact the BHS Music Booster Treasurer.  Financial assistance is available. All students who wish to participate in music should be able to participate, regardless of ability to pay.   Students may participate in the many fund raising events held throughout the year to raise money towards the cost of trips and fees - some activities involve student participation; other activities involve selling. Accounts are kept for each student into which these fund raised monies are kept.  Scholarships are available.  Students must arrange to see their teacher to pick up a scholarship application – fill out and return to their teacher.   Privacy is respected. Information is kept confidential.  Students who receive a scholarship will be expected to participate in the fund raising activities.  
Music Boosters:  Be a part of the exciting happenings in the BHS Music Program.  Music Booster Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise noted. Music Booster Meetings provide an opportunity for communication and planning, an important way for the teachers to coordinate events with the parents, give parents an opportunity to connect with other parents, be informed about your student’s activities within the BHS Music Department, and be kept up to date with the many events on the music calendar.  

The first Music Booster Meeting is Tuesday, September 1st at 7:00 pm in the Instrumental Room. Families will receive information about each music program, schedules, calendar, trips, fees, uniforms, fund raising events, volunteer opportunities, etc.   

Mark your calendars for the 2009-2019 Music Booster Meetings:

• Sept  15    • Oct   13    • Nov   10     • Dec  8     • Jan   12     • Feb  9     • Mar TBA    • Apr 13     • May 11     • Jun 15
Important Start-of-the-Year dates:
 •  Sept. 1:  Music Booster Meeting - 7pm, instrumental room     • Sept. 11,12,13: Marching Band & Concert Choir Camps                   

 •  Sept. 3:  Marching Band Uniform Fittings –                              • Sept. 15:   Music Boosters Meeting – 7:00 pm               

                      (Returning Students 8-12, New Students 12-4)         • Sept. 26:  Marching Band to Leavenworth -         

•  Sept. 9:  First Day of School (8:05 am – 2:35 pm)                                                                                          Autumn Leaf Parade                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
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Music Department Fees & Descriptions for ORCHESTRA
Be prepared to make TWO separate payments
1.)  Music Boosters:  annual fee, uniform clean/rental, camp, blouse, t-shirt.  Payments may be made by cash, check (made out to Ballard Music Boosters), or credit card.  Installment plans can be set up for Music Department fees and trip expenses.  Financial assistance is available. See teachers for scholarship forms.  
2.)  Tux Shop:  men’s tux shirt, cuff links, and studs.  Fitted and purchased at the Tux Shop.  

Payable to BALLARD MUSIC BOOSTERS

· $ 60 - Music Department Annual Fee:  One annual due per student per year regardless of how many    groups a student may participate in. This is an important fee necessary to run music operations.  Funds used for instructors/coaches, sheet music, festival fees, scholarships, bus rentals, etc.  

· $ 15 - Formal Uniform Rental/Cleaning:  Concert attire owned by the Music Boosters is rented annually to the students to cover the cost of cleaning, alterations, and maintenance.  (Boys will be required to purchase their own tux shirt, cuff links & studs at the Tux Shop, and girls their own blouse from Music Boosters, ordered after fittings.)
· $ 25 – Blouse:   Required concert attire for all girls.  Purchased from Music Boosters, ordered after fittings.   

· $ 10 - T-shirts:  Required for all students to wear at informal events where concert attire is not required.   See order form below.   
· $ 90 - Orchestra Camp:  Date, location, to be announced. 

Fitted and Purchased at the TUX SHOP

· $ 25 - Tux Shirt, Cuff links & Studs:    Required concert attire for all boys.   Fitted and purchased at the Tux Shop   
See attached INVOICE for total amount due
(Tux shirts, blouses, and t-shirts are a one time expense for new students and an optional expense for returning students who may need to purchase a new, an additional or a different sized shirt/blouse from the previous year.)  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

T-Shirt Order Form  -  ORCHESTRA Students

Student Name:______________________________________________________________ Grade:________ 
Phone:_____________________________________  Email:________________________________________

$10.00:  Adult  ___Small   ___Medium   ___Large   ___ X-Large

$12.00: Adult   ___2X-Large   ___3XLarge
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Orchestra Camp at Camp Burton

October 2-3, 2009

REGISTRATION

Student Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone(s):________________________________________________________________________________  

Email(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________

______ Enclosed is payment in the amount of $90.00.  (May be paid as a separate payment or included with total fees due as listed on your invoice.  Payment may be made in cash, check (payable to Ballard Music Boosters) or by credit card.)
_____ I will need financial assistance to attend this retreat.  Please contact me.

Let us know if you have any special dietary needs__________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Signature:____________________________________________________________________

_____ I am interested in being a chaperone for the Orchestra Camp at Camp Burton.  Please contact me at:  (phone/email):_______________________________________________________________________________

We will need moms and dads to chaperone.   It is fun, and relatively easy!

Contact: bal_musicproj@seattleschools.org if you are interested or have questions.
Orchestra Camp at Camp Burton on Vashon Island
Orchestra Camp is a required activity for all members of the BHS Orchestra.  This overnight camp experience provides Orchestra students with intensive and focused solo, sectional, and ensemble study as they prepare for the exciting musical year that lies ahead.  At camp, Orchestra students will spend time learning music, sight-reading, solo/group performances, and improving listening skills.  Each string section will have a block of time where they receive coaching by a performer on their instrument.  The weekend is also a great time for students to get to know each other through games, goal- setting activities, and bonding opportunities.  
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PARENT INFORMED CONSENT FIELD TRIP AUTHORIZATION FORM

Student Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Description of Field Trip:  In state:  __√__ Out of State:_____
Location/Address: 
CAMP BURTON




9326 SW BAYVIEW DR




VASHON ISLAND, WA 98070
List of Activities During Trip: 
  Intensive and focused solo, sectional, and ensemble study.  Orchestra students will spend time learning music, sight-reading, solo/group performances, and improving listening skills.  Each string section will have a block of time where they receive coaching by a performer on their instrument.  The weekend is also a great time for students to get to know each other through games, goal- setting activities, and bonding opportunities.    

Telephone Number (if available): 
253-884-3392
Departure from:
Ballard High School at  3:00 AM/PM  Friday, October 2, 2009
and will return to: 
Ballard High School at 3:00 AM/PM  Saturday, October 3,, 2009
Type of Transportation:   Private Car ____
Bus ____ Commercial Transport __√___
Other: ______  Explain: ________________________________________________________________________

Medical Information:  
Please list any health problems, allergies, special diets or medications for your student:

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Physician: _________________________________  Phone Number: ___________________________
Health Insurance: __________________________________   Policy Number: ___________________________

I have reviewed all above information.  I understand that the School District will make a reasonable effort to provide a safe environment while my child is participating in this activity.  I also have reviewed the list of expected activities and am aware of any special dangers and risks inherent in participating in this activity.

Field Trips are excused absences, and accordingly may adversely affect grades and credit.

As I am fully aware of the risks, I hereby give my permission for _______________________________________

to participate in this activity.  My signature reflects my knowledge of the details of the trip and its itinerary.

Parent/Guardian signature: _______________________________________________  Date: _______________
Phone(s): ___________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name: _________________________________________  Phone: ____________________
Complete the pre-arranged absence form on the reverse side BEFORE obtaining a parent signature.

MEDICAL RELEASE

I, ____________________________________, the natural parent/legal guardian of

_________________________________________, authorize and consent to medical, surgical, hospital care, treatment and procedures to be deemed immediately necessary or advisable by the physical to safeguard my child’s health when I cannot be contacted  I waive my rights of informed consent to such treatment.  I also authorize a copy of this consent to be treated with the same authority as the original.

________________________________________

________________________

(Signature of Parent/Guardian)




(Date)

BALLARD HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL INITIATED PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCE/PERMISSION FORM

To Be Completed By the Activity Advisor/Sponsor
   Date _________________

Student’s Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Activity Advisor/Sponsor:  Michael James
PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCE/PERMISSION FORMS must be completed and submitted to the advisor/sponsor at least two (2) days prior to the activity.  Signatures of teachers whose classes will be missed must be obtained on this form.  It is the responsibility of the student to obtain and complete assignments missed due to pre-arranged absences.

To Be Completed By Class Teachers Before Parent Permission and Signature



Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5
Period 6

Teachers initial appropriate space


Will not need to make up work


Will require make up work

Will adversely affect class progress and

work cannot be made up

Puts student in danger of lowered grade 

or failing course

This student absolutely should not miss

class

Student’s current grade in class
After completing the above information, the student should obtain the signature of a parent/guardian.  This form is to be returned to the advisor/sponsor at least two (2) days before the planned absence.

Important Note:  Because your students will be absent from one or more classes, you will receive the automated telephone message from our Attendance Office on the day of this activity.  Your student’s absence will be correctly marked after the activity advisor/sponsor turns in the Attendance Sheet following the activity.

The activity advisory/sponsor will retain this form in his/her possession during the field trip.  After the field trip is completed, this form must be returned to the Attendance Office.  This form will be kept on file for one year.
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BHS Music Boosters Parent Volunteer Sign Up 

Name:____________________________ Phone:____________________ Email: ________________________________

There are many ways you can volunteer, some big, some small.  Each of us has something to contribute, and every volunteer is valued.  Check one or more of the volunteer opportunities listed below.  We will contact you and provide all the training you need!  We look forward to working with you and appreciate your support. The BHS Music Program depends on all of our volunteers.
_____  Uniforms:  Help in the coordination of marching band uniforms, formal concert attire, and choir uniforms.  Volunteer to check uniforms in and out before and after games and events.  Sewing, fitting and mending talents are needed as well. 

_____  Publicity:  Create/distribute event flyers to local schools and neighborhood businesses, maintain publicity email list, publicize BHS music events within the BHS school community, etc.  This job can be anything you would like it to be – let’s get the good word out about the BHS Music Program.
_____ Web Site Assistance:  Work with the webmaster to update the Music Booster’s Website.  Keep content current.
 _____  Bake Sales:  Volunteers to chair, coordinate, and work the bake sales at music events throughout the school year.  Help coordinate items for the bake sales.  
_____  Fund Raising:  Volunteers are needed to chair, assist and help as needed for our many fundraising activities.  You can let us know the level in which you would like to participate in these fundraisers.  Select any areas that interest you:  
____Coffee Sales

____Alumni Concert (April)
____Fred Meyer/QFC Scrip

____Entertainment Books

____Cell Phone Recycling

____Ballard/Greenwood Market     

         Receipts
____Sees Candy Sales

____Barnes & Noble Fund Raiser
____UW Concessions at home football games at Husky Stadium
____Other:______________

_____ Event Photographers:  2-4 parents to take photographs in both film and digital format of the instrumental and vocal performing events.  Digital photos may be shared with other music parents.  Film photos may be used in the school year book.         
                  

_____  Swing Dance – (November):  Volunteers to coordinate, help with set up and take down, selling tickets and working the bake sale.  This highly popular fundraising event offers an opportunity for students to increase their student accounts and draws supporters from both the school and community at large. 

_____  Spaghetti Dinner – (January):   Volunteers to coordinate, help with set up and take down, selling tickets, procuring, preparing and serving food, bussing tables, working the bake sale.  This fundraising event gives students an opportunity to increase their student accounts and is not only a music and school event, but a greater Ballard community event as well.  
______ Golf Tournament  - (August): Recruit music booster volunteers and put together auction donations for this BHS Foundation sponsored event. This is takes very little time and can be done in late spring – for a great financial reward to the Music Department.
_______ Commons Work Crew:  Volunteers to train and help set up and take down stages, sound and lights at music events held in the Commons.  
----- OVER for more volunteer opportunities -----
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______ Bus Order Coordinator:  Volunteer to work with instructors to order buses for away music events

______ Music Copying:  Volunteer to copy music for instructors as needed.
______ Camp/Trip Coordinator:  Volunteers are needed to assist instructors coordinating camps, retreats and trips throughout the school year.
______ Maintenance Person:  Work with Mr. James and Ms. Rowley when the need arises for small maintenance and repairs on instruments and in the music rooms.  This is a great job for someone that has some handyman or handywoman skills and can be done on your own time.

_____ Clean Up Coordinator and Helpers:  Help coordinate or simply show up on various music room clean up and maintenance days.  Days are usually held on a weekend and take place 2-3 times per year.

_____  Stage Crew Coordinators:   1-2 adults to supervise and coordinate the stage crews who will be moving the furniture (chairs, risers, music stands, etc.) between performance groups during the instrumental and vocal concerts and events.          

_____ Sound and Light Assistance:  Learn the ins and outs of the sound and lighting system in the beautiful BHS auditorium.  Help in these areas during performances.
_____ Class Representative:  Work with the Booster board and the teachers in assisting your student’s class for all the various activities throughout the year.  Some functions may include:  help collecting payments, assist in coordinating trips, communication liaison between the board, teachers and your class.
_____ PTSA Representative:  Attend BHS PTSA meetings on behalf of the Music Boosters.  Communicate between the two organizations and keep each other updated in activities.
_____ Mentoring Program:  Join this new group in welcoming incoming students and their families.  Contact new BHS music families to answer questions, explain activities and basically show them the ropes!

_____ Evening Event Coordinator:  Help in coordinating the various school related activities that the music department participates in.  So far, these events would be 9th Grade Orientation in the fall (day and evening), 8th Grade Choices Night and Incoming 9th grade orientation in the spring. 

_____ Tell Us About You:  Tell us about yourself – what are your interests and/or special talents?  What are your ideas and how would you like to help the Music Boosters?  Give us your ideas: ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We need you!

Let us know what you would like to do for the Music Program this year.

2009-2010 is going to be a great year for Ballard High School Music!

Any questions or for more explanation of volunteer opportunities, contact
Sue Rauda, Music Boosters Volunteer Coordinator at rauda@comcast.net or 782-9085.

Please mail this form back with your other paperwork or turn it in at the first Booster Club Meeting on September 1, 2009.









